
 
Agenda item 7 refers 
 
 

1. Councillor Andrew Johnson  to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the 
Council 

 
Can the Leader please update the Council how much money it has cost so 
far this financial year to deal with the unauthorised/illegal encampments in 
the town? 
 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
The overall cost incurred this financial year as a result of unauthorised 
encampments to datefor Harlow Council is £70,794.42.This is made up of: 
a) Legal costs, including the cost of issuing county court proceedings of 
£15,445. 
b) Clean-up costs of £26,905. 
c) Preventative work and protecting Harlow Council land costs of£28,443.96. 
 

2. Councillor Andrew Johnson  to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the 
Council 

 
The Leader has previously said that he believes Harlow Council is doing 
everything possible in law to tackle the unauthorised/illegal encampments in 
the town, does he still maintain this? 
 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
Harlow Council is working closely with partners and external organisations 
focusing on both short and long term solutions within current legislation to 
tackle unauthorised encampments. As you will be aware however, we have 
written to the government to strengthen the powers available to the Council 
and to strengthen the guidance that the police operate under. Harlow Council 
proactively takes measures to secure vulnerable land where this is 
practicable, recognising that over a third of all land in Harlow is open space, 
and that much of the recent encampments have been on highway verges 
and other land under the control of Essex County Council. Harlow Council 
proactively seeks to move unauthorised and illegal encampments on, but the 
law does need to be strengthened in this regard as at present travellers 
simply move to another location. Longer term measures within the current 
law are being actively pursued.  
 
 
 

 

COUNCIL – 5 FEBRUARY 2015 

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 

 



3. Councillor Russell Perrin to Councillor Tony Durcan, Portfolio Holder 
for Regeneration and Enterprise 
 
Can the Portfolio Holder please inform me when the First Avenue underpass 
linking to the old swimming pool site, which was temporarily closed to allow 
the building of new homes, is due to re-open? 

 
Reply from Councillor Tony Durcan, Portfolio Holder for Regeneration 
and Enterprise 
 
The planning permission required that the developer refurbish the underpass 
as part of the redevelopment of the former swimming pool site. Shortly after 
works commenced the developer submitted a detailed design for the 
underpass revisions and the Essex County Council Structures Team started 
the validation process.  
 
During that process the ECC Structures Team identified that to provide an 
underpass to meet current required standards it would entail major 
reconstruction and strengthening works in addition to increased land take 
(Harlow Council land) to provide extended ramps to conform with the 
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) requirements. It was the view of ECC 
Structures Team that with the recent provision of two ‘at grade’ surface 
crossing points in close proximity that the underpass was no longer required 
and that it should be closed. 
 
Essex County Council, as the highway authority, is pursuing resolution of the 
matter. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


